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One man decided to find the secret to a happy life.   He 
was going to ask the first smiling elderly person h e 

saw.  So, he walked up to a little old lady.

"I couldn't help noticing how happy you look," he s aid. 
"What's your secret for a long happy life?" 

"I smoke three packs of cigarettes a day," she said . "I 
also do a gramme of charlie a day, a spliff every n ight, 

a case of whiskey a week, eat junk food, and never 
exercise, and do pills on the weekend."

"That's amazing," said the man, "how old are you?"

"Twenty-four."

Consider the Power of a Secret.

Secret Agents spy on other countries for intelligen ce.

A secret affair that becomes known can ruin 
relationships.

A secret recipe can be passed down from generation 
to generation.



Secrets can be good and secrets can be bad.

The secret hasn’t been shared!

It is not that we COULDN’T know 
about Shavuot BUT that we DIDN’T 

know about Shavuot.

This Biblical Holy Day has been replaced on our 
calendar with the often forgotten day of Pentecost.

Is this correct?  

What is Shavuot anyway?

Why is this holy day a secret?

What can we learn from Shavuot?

How do we celebrate Shavuot?

Is Shavuot in the New Testament?

Unfortunately, the Holy Day of Shavuot has been a secret to Bible believers for 
thousands of years.  Why?



The word "Shavuot" literally means 
"weeks." It marks the completion of the 
seven weeks between Pesach and Shavuot, 
which are called the Sefirah Ha'Omer. 
Sefirah Ha'Omer means the "Period of 
Counting the Omer." During these fifty days 
the Yisraelites were to count a measure of 
grain each day in anticipation of the full 
fiftieth day, the full harvest of Shavuot. 

Vayikra 23:15-22, "'From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the wave 
offering, count off seven full weeks. Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath, 
and then present an offering of new grain to Yahweh. From wherever you live, bring two loaves 
made of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour, baked with yeast, as a wave offering of first fruits to 
Yahweh. Present with this bread seven male lambs, each a year old and without defect, one young 
bull and two rams. They will be a burnt offering to Yahweh, together with their grain offerings and 
drink offerings—an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to Yahweh. Then sacrifice one male 
goat for a sin offering and two lambs, each a year old, for a fellowship offering. The priest is to 
wave the two lambs before Yahweh as a wave offering, together with the bread of the first fruits. 
They are a sacred offering to Yahweh for the priest. On that same day you are to proclaim a sacred 
assembly and do no regular work. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, 
wherever you live. "'When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your 
field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am Yahweh 
your Elohim.'"



This day is also called "Chag HaKatzit" – the day of the cutting of the crop. This 
name refers to the wheat harvest, which is the last of the crops to be reaped. 
This reaping took place at this time. There is also reference in the book of Ruth, 
which places the time of the events described in that book as occurring at 
Shavuot. Ruth says the events of the book happened "at the beginning of the 
cutting of the barley crop." 

This day marks the end of the barley harvest and th e start of the wheat 
harvest in Eretz Yisra'el.  Agriculturally, it comm emorates the time when 
the first fruits were harvested and brought to the Temple, and is know as 
Hag Ha-Bikkurim the "feast of first fruits.

Shavuot honors the shift from spring 
to summer and the reaping of the 
first wheat harvest. Sometime during 
the Second Temple, Shavuot was 
formally declared as the anniversary 
of the giving of the Torah. Up to this 
point it was predominately kept as 
just an agricultural day.



Shavuot is a commanded time of worship.

Shavuot is the second of the three major festivals during which males in The 
Land of Yisra'el are to come to Yerushalyim. Passover is the first and Sukkot is 
the third of the pilgrimage feasts. Just as we are told to honor our parents and 
tithe to YHWH, we are commanded to gather and worship with others on this 
day.  It’s an important date on YHWH’s calendar.

"And you shall declare on that very day, that it is a Holy 
Day unto you; You shall do no manner of work; it is an 
Eternal statute, in all your habituations, for all your 
generations," Vayikra 23:21. 

On this day, Yahweh gave the Torah to the Hebrew 
people on Mount Sinai over 3,300 years ago. It is o n 
this day that believers should renew our acceptance  
of Yahweh's word and commitment to His ways.



Pssssssst it’s a secret!

After the events of Passover, the nation if 
Israel is called to the wilderness to seek 
YHWH.  They are to count 49 days as they 
travel to the Mountain on which Moses saw 
the burning Bush.

Then on that day, in the third month after 
the Exodus, the nation camps at the base of 
the mountain and YHWH declares the Ten 
Commandments / Ten Words.

We can read about the first Shavuot in the book of Exodus.



Shemot 19:10-15, "And Yahweh said to Moshe, "Go to the people and consecrate 
them today and tomorrow. Have them wash their cloth es and be ready by the third 
day, because on that day Yahweh will come down on M ount Sinai in the sight of 
all the people. Put limits for the people around th e mountain and tell them, 'Be 
careful that you do not go up the mountain or touch  the foot of it. Whoever 
touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. He shall surely be stoned or 
shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or animal, he shall 
not be permitted to live.' Only when the ram's horn  sounds a long blast may they 
go up to the mountain." After Moshe had gone down t he mountain to the people, 
he consecrated them, and they washed their clothes.  Then he said to the people, 
"Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstain from  sexual relations.“

"And it was on the third day, as it became morning, and there was thunder and lightning, 
and a thick cloud on the mountain, and the sound of the Shofar was very strong, and all 
the people in the camp were seized with trembling," Shemot 19:16.

This portion of Scripture is symbolic of a                      
Hebrew Wedding ceremony.

Was there a secret wedding?



There are many wedding parallels.  The traditional Hebrew wedding is clearly 
seen in the events of Shavuot.

YHWH and the Hebrews pledge their eternal 
love, trust and support to one another.                         

"All that the YHWH has spoken we will do 
and we will listen." (Exodus 19:8)                     

This response was given by the Israelites at 
Mt. Sinai when they received the Torah          

from Moses, as they enthusiastically and 
unanimously agreed to accept the                   

Torah as a way of life.

The Chuppah or wedding canopy is 
the Mountain was above them as 

found in Exodus 19:2.

We know that Israel became betrothed to YHWH in a J eremiah 2:2 



The Chuppah or wedding canopy was 
the mountain above the people as 

found in Exodus 19:2

The Ketubah or wedding contract was 
the Torah and the 10 Words / 

Commandments found in Exodus 20.

The Honeymoon
was literally in the land of Milk and HONEY!
Numbers 14:8, “If YHWH delight in us, then 

he will bring us into this land, and give it us; 
a land which floweth with milk and honey.”



The Wedding Gift from YHWH                          
to Israel was the Torah

Shavuot is also called “Matan HaTorah”
Or the “Giving of the Torah”

One web site says that, "it is noteworthy that the holy day is called the time of the giving 
of the Torah, rather than the time of the receiving of the Torah. The Sages point out that 
we are constantly in the process of receiving the Torah, that we receive it everyday, but 
as it was first given at this time. Thus it is the giving, not the receiving that makes this 
holy day significant." 

"Sinai and the giving of Torah is a continuous event. It is not accidental that originally no 
date was given for the Revelation of Sinai, for the voice of YHWH constantly speaks to 
us. The Revelation continues to occur as the Torah unfolds before us, if we pay attention 
to it," says the book "The Jewish Holidays."

While the giving of Torah is what YHWH does on 
Shavuot, our role is to receive it. 

Why would we want the Law?                                      
What is the Torah’s purpose?



First, we should recognize that the Torah  is not th e “Law.”
The Hebrew word “torah” literally means “teaching or i nstruction.”

Strongs H8451 means, “law, direction, instruction, d irection, body of prophetic 
teaching, instruction in Messianic age”

The Torah is the eternal divine will of YHWH.  This  is how we are to live 
life on earth.  The Torah has instructions for livi ng on every subject you 
can imagine.

It starts with 10 
Commandments and 

continues with many more 
instructions on how YHWH 
desires His people to live.  
The Torah sets us apart 

from the world.



The same verse in the Restoration Scriptures Versio n reads, “Therefore 
the Torah was the pathfinder for us going forward t o the derech of 
Moshiach, that by trusting emunah in Him we may be declared tzadik”

Romans 7:7 says, that we “had not known sin but by the Torah.”

The Torah shows us our sin and our need for a Savio r.
“Wherefore the Torah was our schoolmaster to bring 

us to Y’shua that we might be justified by faith,”
Galatians 3:24 KJV.

The Torah shows us how to live as the righteous peo ple of YHWH.
We sin when we miss the mark of Torah and disobey t he Torah.

1 John 3:4, “Anyone who sins breaks the torah.  Sin  is 
transgression of the of the Torah.”



We simply can not obey Torah to the fullest.

If we break one Torah command then we have violated  them all.
James 2:10-12 “ For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet off end in one 
point, he is guilty of all. 11 For he that said, Do  not commit adultery, said also, Do 
not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if th ou kill, thou art become a 
transgressor of the law.”

Disobedience to just one instruction imputes a dead ly disease to the human soul.
We have all broken a mitzvot therefore we are all s in sick.

The Torah stops sinners from rationalizing their goo dness.  There is none 
righteous no not one!  Romans 3:19, “Now we know tha t whatsoever things the 
Torah says, it says to them who are under the Torah  that every mouth may be 
stopped and all the world may become guilty before YHWH.”

We are all guilty of sin.  The wages of sin is deat h.

The only cure is the shed blood of our Savior Y’shu a.

Ephesians 2:13, “ You who were far off have been brought near by        
the blood of Y’shua and are no longer strangers and  aliens to 

the covenant of promise.”



Y’shua’s death paid the price for our sin .

Psalm 19:7 is a powerful verse to memorize: “The Torah of 
YHWH is perfect, converting the soul.” This is the power 
and purpose of Torah.  It converts our souls!  Tora h 
changes us to be more like him.  It brings our fles hly selfish 
desires under subjection and allows us to walk His will on 
this earth.  The prayer “your kingdom come, your wi ll be 
done” is only accomplished when we obey Torah.  His 
kingdom comes as His will (his Torah) is done!

Torah plays a part before and after we are saved.

First we see that we are sinners in need of a Savio r by an examination of YHWH’s 
Torah.  We all miss the mark and need a redeemer.

So, we accept Y’shua and are born again.

We receive eternal life through faith / emunah in Y 'shua.  
Obedience to the Torah does not save our souls.                 
What good then is the Torah?

THEN, we obey the precepts of the Torah to stay on the 
straight and narrow path of righteousness.



The Torah transforms us!

As we follow Torah we move from an existence based on momentary 
happiness to a life of meaning and purpose.  It cor rects our soul and 
converts our fleshly natures to holy desires.

Psalm 19:7 , “The Torah of  YHWH is perfect, conver ting the soul.” In this 
verse the word for “converting” is the Hebrew phrase  “shuv” which 
means to “turn, return, refresh, restore, and rever se.”

Remember that the Torah is the divine will of YHWH.   So, when we obey 
Torah our soul is RETURNED to it’s original state o f perfect harmony with 
YHWH.

The Torah is the power of YHWH that can alter our n ature and enable us 
to sense the will of the Creator.   Torah is the co nnection that enables us 
to escape the rule of sin.



Traditionally, dairy products are also eaten on Sha vuot.  The Hebrew 
word for milk is "chalav." When the numerical value  of each of the letters 
in the word "chalav" are added together – 8,30,2 – th e total is forty. Forty 
is the number of days that Moshe was on the Mount r eceiving the Torah. 
This is also a reminder of the promise regarding Er etz Yisra'el, the Land 
of Yisra'el, which is flowing with "milk and honey. " 

Shavuot is celebrated by gathering with others for prayer and worship. We are 
told to " rejoice before YHWH your Elohim, you, your son, and  your daughter…and 
the stranger, and the orphan, and the widow ," Devarim 16:11.

It is also customary to bake two 
loaves of leavened bread to wave 
before YHWH.  Shavuot was the 
only time that leavened bread was 
used in the Temple.

One secret of Shavuot is that Bible believers have been commanded to keep this 
feast day.  This is a day of worship, rest, reflect ion, and celebration.  No work 
should be done on this day as it is a strict day of  rest! (Exodus 34:22-24)



We know that the first believers in Y’shua observed  Shavuot.  For it was during 
this feast day that YHWH gave us the Ruach HaKodesh  / Holy Spirit.

“And when the moed of Shavuot was fully counted by the omer, they were all with one accord in 
one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from the shamayim as of a groaning Ruach, and it 
filled all the Bayit where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them divided tongues like as of  
fire, and it sat upon each of them.  4 And they were all filled with the Ruach Hakodesh, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Ruach Hakodesh gave them the utterance. And there were 
dwelling at Yahrushalayim, Yahudim devout men, out of every nation under the shamayim.  Now 
when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confused, because every 
man heard them speak in his own language.  7 And they were all amazed and marveled, saying 
one to another, See, are not all these who speak Galilaeans?  How then do we hear them speaking 
in our own native language,” Acts 2:1-8.

The truth is that the church has not replaced Israe l and the church was 
NOT birthed on this day.  Let’s read this event in context to understand 
what really happened.

Sadly, this exact portion of Scripture has been mis understood.  We’ve 
been told that the “church” was born on this day as the “holy ghost filled 
the 120 believers in the upper room.”



The believers were NOT in an upper room.

The KJV says they were in one place and in one acco rd.  In verse 2 it says, “And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rus hing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting.” Where  does it say they were in an 
upper room ?

“The phrase “house” is merely a Hebraic way of ident ifying the place as the House of YHWH 
on Mt. Moriah. Even in the land of Yisrael today, t he Temple Mount is known as Har HaBayit, 
or the Mountain of the House. The Spirit fell in Th e Temple, or the “House” of YHWH, since 
that was the only place Yisraelites would be gather ed by commandment according to Deut. 
16 and Lev. 23. Had these Yisraelites been in an up per room, the Set-Apart- Spirit could not 
have been given, since they would be in disobedienc e to the Torah, as would YHWH, if He 
gave it to those who were not in His House, but rat her in a prayer room of their own 
choosing. The so-called church as a separate entity  from Yisrael, was never born on that 
day, since the events were promised and prophesied and fulfilled to Yisraelites in the 
Temple in YHWH’s House,” wrote Rabbi Moshe Koniuchow sky

Later in this chapter we see that a “multitude” of p eople experienced the 
power of YHWH and that 3,000 accepted Y’shua as Mes siah.  How could 
3,000 people fit into the top part of a house?  Cle arly, the disciples were 

gathered at the House of YHWH / the Temple.



The events in Acts 2 are a fulfillment of the vario us prophecies.

The giving of YHWH’s spirit parallels the giving of  YHWH’s Word in Exodus 19.

Also, the Spirit’s empowerment fulfilled what the p rophet Yo’el foretold.

Kefa / Peter said, “For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, seeing it is but nine 
o’clock in the morning.  But this is that which was spoken by the navi Yo-El; And it shall 
come to pass in the yamim acharonim, said YHWH, I will pour out from My Ruach upon 
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 18 And on My avadim and on My 
female avadim I will pour out in those days from My Ruach; and they shall prophesy: 
And I will show wonders in the shamayim above, and signs in the olam beneath; dahm, 
and fire, and vapor of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 
dahm, before that great and terrible Yom YHWH comes: And it shall come to pass, that 
whoever shall call on the Name of the Master YHWH shall be saved,” Acts 2:15-21.

We also see Acts 2 and its connection 
with the first giving of Torah.  When 
Moses first descended from the 
mountain he saw the nation worshipping 
the golden calf.  The 3,000 who were 
involved in this idolatry were killed.  In 
Acts 2 we see 3,000 saved.



We are living in a special time of harvest.

The field of souls is ready.  We need a fresh filli ng of the Ruach HaKodesh to be 
empowered with boldness to be his witnesses.  One p urpose of Shavuot is to fill 
believers with power to proclaim YHWH’s greatness.  On this Shavuot may we 
each be baptized in His power afresh and anew.

It’s time to share the secret of our Messiah!

One lesson we should learn from Shavuot is that at this time the Ruach 
came to dwell within man.  This filling of the Ruac h was so that we would 
NOT keep the good new of Y’shua a secret.  The nati on of Israel is 
restored as we let this secret out!



How did they do it? Through the Biblical mode of evangelism: prophecy and 
teaching.  This is shown clearly in Acts 28:23.  Here Shaul / Paul persuaded hearers 
“concerning Y’shua, both from the Torah of Moshe and  from the prophets.”

Prophecy PROVES the inspiration of the Scriptures.  Through looking at the various 
prophecies in the Bible we can present a convincing case for faith.  For example, when 
we use the words found in Matthew 24 about the End Times, people will acknowledge 
that time is short and the Bible is true.  Prophecy is the way to start a discussion about 
salvation.  Then we MUST share the Torah.

By using just the 10 Commandments we can help a person realize that they are a sinner 
in need of YHWH.  This is EXACTLY what Kefa / Peter did on Shavuot.  We should 
follow His example.

This Shavuot Secret is THE mode of Biblical evangel ism!

By simply sharing the 10 commandments with 
someone we can establish the power of sin.  
Torah shows man’s sinfulness.

THEN we can introduce Y’shua as the antidote 
for sin and the path of Eternal life.



We are living in a special time of harvest. The field of souls is 
ready.  We need a fresh filling of the Ruach HaKodesh to be 
empowered with boldness so that we can witness for Him.  One 
purpose of Shavuot is to fill believers with power to proclaim YHWH’s 
greatness.  Read more about this in Acts 19:1-6.

It is YHWH’s will that we be baptized, or filled wit h the Holy Spirit: 
"Be filled with the Ruach," Ephesians 5:18.  The Sp irit fills us so 
that we can have boldness to witness!

We need to be like Kefa and share the secret of our Messiah!

One lesson we should learn from Shavuot is that at this time the Ruach 
came to dwell within man.  This filling of the Ruac h was so that we would 
NOT keep the good new of Y’shua a secret.  Shavuot is the celebration of 
the HARVEST.  We should be producing a harvest of s ouls!  The nation of 
Israel is restored as we let this secret out!

Have you been filled with the Ruach for Power?                  
“Ask and you shall receive,” Matthew 7:7.

Do you share Y’ shua with others?                                               
If you were given $1,000 each time you witnessed to  

someone, would you witness more often?



The Acts 2 Message should be our Endtime Message!

"Men, Yisraelim, listen to these words: Yahshua from Nazareth, a Man displayed to you 
by Elohim with miracles and wonders and signs which Elohim performed through Him in 
the middle of you, just as you yourselves know—this Man, delivered up by the 
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of Elohim, you nailed to a tree by the hands of 
lawless men and took Him away by death…Therefore let all the House of Yisrael know 
assuredly that Elohim has made Him both Master and Messiah—this Yahshua Whom 
you crucified," Acts 2:22-23, 36.

"Repent, and let each one of you be 
immersed in the name of Yahshua the 

Messiah for the forgiveness of your 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of 

the Ruach HaKodesh. For the promise 
is for you and your children, and for all 
who are far off, as many as the Master 

our Elohim will call to Himself,"            
Acts 2:38-39.



It is tradition to read the book of Ruth on Shavuot . 

Clearly, the events of Ruth occurred during Shavuot .  
All the scenes of harvesting, described in the book  of 
Ruth are appropriate to the feast of Harvest. 

Ruth was a sincere convert who embraced the 
Yisraelite faith with all her heart. On Shavuot all  
Hebrews are reminded of having accepted the Torah 
and all its precepts just like a convert.  

We are to be like Naomi and Boaz              
and share our faith with others.               
Their hearts will be pricked as                    

they hear the true Torah.

They will then proclaim, “Your people 
shall be my people, and your Elohim 

shall be my Elohim," Ruth 1:16.

The book of Ruth confirms the harvest time!



The Secrets of Shavuot shouldn’t stay a secret!

The Torah was given on Shavuot.
The events of Exodus 19 resemble a traditional Hebr ew wedding.
Shavuot is a commanded day of worship for all Bible  believers.

The Spirit fell in the Temple and NOT the upper Roo m.
The Torah shows us our sinfulness AND how to live a fter we are saved.

The Ruach HaKodesh empowers us to witness.  
We should witness through the use of prophecy and T orah.

The Book of Ruth confirms the harvest is plentiful.
Let us celebrate Shavuot and begin working the fiel d of souls .


