Our Spiritual Compass

(compiled from various sources)

Object: A compass

Scriptures: But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. John 16:13a (NIV)

I am sure that most of you have seen a compass. A compass is a very handy instrument that will help keep you from getting lost. Not only that, it will help you find your way if you do get lost. The compass has four main directions, they are North, South, East and West. The needle of the compass always points North. So, if the needle is pointing in that direction (point to the North) and you want to go South, you would go in the opposite direction from what the needle is pointing. With the needle pointing North, if you want to go East, you would go in that direction (point to the East.) If the needle sometimes pointed North and at other times it pointed to the South, East, or West, you would never be able to use the compass to find your way. You would wander around, hopelessly lost. The compass must always point in the same direction if you are going to use it to guide you.

In trying to find our way through life's journeys, YHWH has given us a spiritual compass to guide us. That guide is the Holy Spirit. When we don't know what to do or which way to turn, the Holy Spirit always points us in the right direction.

Some people rely on their feelings to help them make decisions. That's no good. Our feelings may change from day-to-day, so they cannot be trusted to guide us in the right direction. Besides, just because we feel good about something doesn't mean that it is the right thing to do, does it?

Some people look at what others are doing to help them make important decisions. That is no good either. Just because everyone else is doing it doesn't mean that it is the right thing to do. Tomorrow everyone might be doing something else.

Y’shua promised that YHWH would send the Holy Spirit "to guide us in all truth." That means that the Holy Spirit will help us to understand YHWH's Word which always points us in the right direction. It points us to Y’shua who is "the Way, the truth, and the life."

Whenever you don't know which way to turn, you can always turn to YHWH's Word and let the Holy Spirit be your guide.

Father, we thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to be our guide through life. We know that the Spirit will lead us to Y’shua. In his name we pray, amen.
	Interactive Group Activities
from various sources 

	Sermon Title: "Our Spiritual Compass" 
Scripture Reading: John 16:12-15 

	TURN, TURN, TURN: Divide children into groups. Children can all stand facing the same direction. When the teacher or a leader calls out to TURN to a certain direction, all the children will turn. IF they turn to the wrong direction, they will run to the side lines to cheer on their team. The teacher will begin calling out the turns faster and faster to see what children can turn as directed by their GUIDE!
COMPASS LINE UP: Children can line up altogether in ONE STRAIGHT LINE as a class, holding on to one another's waists. The teacher will stand away from the kids and children will move their LINE "toward" the teacher wherever he/she moves to, but the line cannot break or bend. Tell the children that they're like a compass and to learn more in their lesson today.

BALL GUIDING: Give each child or a team (teacher's desire and size of class) a beach ball to guide with their feet to the goal line - just as in soccer. Children cannot use their hands, but only feet to GUIDE the ball to the right area. Children will learn more about the GUIDE in our Bible story today.

COMPASS GUIDE: Give children a round circle to cut out and use a brad to hold a "needle" cut-out for the compass. Children can write numbers or words from our lesson today as well - such as the WAY, the TRUTH, the LIFE, etc.

SPIRITUAL COMPASS: Let class take turns filling in ideas or tracing the teacher's words on a large poster-board-size circle! On the edges of the very large circle, write words from our lesson such as "doing what others are doing"; trusting YHWH; believing others; feelings, etc. Children can then take turns moving the cut out "needle" to one of the words and asking the class if this one is Holy Spirit "guided" or not.

BIBLE GUIDE: Give children supplies to cut out a Bible shape out of black construction paper. Cut another Bible shape out of a lighter color and a little smaller and glue to the black Bible cut out. Use bright colored markers and let children write today's Bible verse, the prayer for today, or other special words from our lesson today to POINT and GUIDE the children to the WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE!!
HAND GUIDING: Provide children supplies to draw their hand on a piece of construction paper. Cut the hand out and glue onto a bright colored piece of paper. Write GUIDES on each finger of the hand, that the Holy Spirit gives us from our lesson today such as truth, trust, YHWH's love, understanding, etc.

HOLY SPIRIT ACROSTIC: (OR GUIDE ACROSTIC, if desired to have a shorter one); Write the letters down the left side of a large poster board or a chalk board. Let children suggest words to write on the board to tell about today's lesson about the Holy Spirit GUIDING us.

SING A SONG: GREATER IS HE THAT IS IN ME; SWEET SWEET SPIRIT; WHERE THE SPIRIT OF YHWH IS

SNACK TIME: Let children spin the needle of a compass and receive the snack where the needle points to. The teacher can have 10-12 different snacks that the children will spin for or could have duplicate snacks on the compass.
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But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into 
all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only 
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.
John 16:13 (NIV)
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