Title: Ready for His Return

Theme: Watching for Messiah's return

Object: A regular calendar and a Jewish calendar.
Scripture: Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. Mark 13:33 (NIV)

I am sure all of you know what this is. (Hold up a calendar.) That's right, it is a calendar. Most of us use a calendar like this one every day. Sometimes we write important things that we want to remember on the calendar. Today I also have another type of calendar. (Hold up the Jewish calendar.) Have you ever seen a calendar like this one? It is called an Jewish calendar. This calendar tells us when Chanukkah is near.  Chanukkah means “dedication.”  Now, what is it that we remember that was “dedicated” at this time of year? Yes! The dedication of the Temple after Greek oppression.
Chanukkah is an eight-day festival, commemorating the historic victory of the Maccabee family over the Syrian tyrant, Antiochus, in the 2nd century B.C. After conquering Jerusalem, to show his utter contempt for the Holy One of Israel, Antiochus sacrificed a pig on the altar and put to death any Jewish people who dared to observe the commands of Torah. Basically, Antiochus declared that everyone had to become Greek and no one could study Torah or continue in true worship. Judah Maccabee, son of Mattathias, an Hasmonean priest, lead a revolt against this man and his Hellenistic oppression. Noted for courage and military genius, Judah led an outnumbered, unskilled guerilla army to a decided victory over superior Syrian forces. Upon entering Jerusalem, they cleansed and rededicated the Temple. In honor of this victory, an eight-day festival was begun. Judah Maccabee has become a popular folk hero, a symbol of religious freedom and national liberation. The hero of Hanukkah plays, poems, and songs, he is considered a type of the Jewish warrior in modern Israel, he symbolizes many military victories over great odds. Tradition interprets the name "Maccabee" to mean "hammer," a symbol of Judah's might and the power of the Israeli people.

Chanukah not only commemorates this military victory but also a tradition/legend about the miracle of oil. According to legend, after the Maccabee family gained control of the desecrated temple they found only one undefiled cruse of oil. Tradition tells us that one day supply lasted a full eight days thus keeping the temple menorah lit while allowing time to consecrate more oil. That is why this is an eight day festival and the menorah has eight branches.
While we are waiting for Chanukkah, we should remember that we are also waiting for something else. We are waiting for Y’shua to come again. When will that be? We don't know. We don't have a calendar that tells us when he will come again, but he promised that he would. Y’shua said that even the angels in heaven don't know the day or hour of his return. Well, what should we do? We should do what the Bible tells us to do, "Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come."  We can see that Y’shua will return soon during a feast of YHWH.
What else should we be doing while we are waiting and watching for Y’shua to return? We should be worshiping him, praising him, serving him, loving him, and loving one another as he commanded us to do. When we do those things, we will be ready, no matter when he comes.

Dear Father, we are watching and waiting for Chanukkah when we celebrate how we can dedicate our lives  to you. We are also waiting for Y’shua to come again. Help us to be ready. Amein.

Interactive Group Activities 

Sermon Title: "Ready for His Return" 
Scripture Reading: Mark 13:32-37 

BE READY RELAY: Divide the children into groups and tell the children to BE READY to do whatever is called out to do, but to be WATCHING the teacher for new commands when they're least expecting it (such as walking around the outside of the room area, march with hands over their heads, turn in circles, walk quickly to get a cookie treat, count the Bibles in the room, etc).

MUSICAL CHAIRS: Play the musical chairs game and tell children to be alert and watching for a free chair and listening carefully for the music to stop and to be on GUARD!

READY, SET, GO GAME: Divide the children into 2 or more teams. Have a poster board for each group to run to when the teacher says, READY, SET, GO! Children will run as a group to their poster board area (with the poster board color that the teacher has given to each group). The children will work as a team to try to fill in the missing words of the Bible verse that the teacher has written out for them. When the group thinks that they can SAY the Bible verse together, they will stand and shout -- WE'RE READY!! Give each group an opportunity to say the verse together to their other classmates!

CHANUKKAH DRAWINGS ALERT: Let children be numbered off and the first child will begin to draw a part of the Chanukkah story on the large poster board or the chalk board until the teacher shouts --- BE READY --- CHANGE! Then the next child will run to the board and continue to draw something from the Chanukkah story until the teacher shouts, BE READY ---- CHANGE! This will continue until all the children have had a chance to draw something from the Chanukkah story and then tell today's story and what is on the Advent Calendar.

CALENDAR CREATIONS: Give children supplies to make a December / Kislev calendar, Chanukkah stickers and bright color crayons. Hang on their bedroom walls to remind them of "Watching for Messiah's Return"!

WINDOW CLINGS: The teacher can purchase a Chanukkah story page of "window clings" that stick to windows or mirrors and let the children place each story figure on the class window. Children can take turns telling the story and placing the "clings" on the window.

GARLAND BIBLE: Give children supplies to draw the outline of a large Bible. Glue all around the edges of the Bible and put thin blue garland on the glue so that the Bible is outlined with Chanukkah garland. Write in BIG and BOLD letters, WATCH FOR MESSIAH'S RETURN, and in smaller letters, older children can write today's Bible verse (Mark 13:33) on the "garland Bible"! Younger children could glue on a small piece of paper that the teacher has written today's Bible verse.

WATCHING AND WAITING CHART: Give each child a STAR shape to cut out and write WATCH AND WAIT in the middle of the star to hang in the classroom. On each POINT of the star, write ways to watch and wait, such as worshiping, Praising, Serving, Loving Him, Loving each other, and on the 6th point, write Y’SHUA IS COMING AGAIN! (The star can be two triangles, putting one upside down and the other right side up to form a 6 pointed star). Add glue and glitter around the edges of the Star and add a piece of yarn for hanging!

CHANUKKAH CUPCAKES: Tell children to BE READY AND ALERT as they take a walk around a designated area, following the teacher until they spot a Chanukkah cupcake for each child! Teacher can use imagination of hiding the cupcakes in a secluded spot.

CHANUKKAH MUSIC: Two classic Chanukah songs are: “Rock of Ages” and My Dreidel.  ” Here are the words to those songs:

I have a little dreidel
I made it out of clay
And when it's dry and ready
Then dreidel I shall play!

chorus:
Oh - dreidel, dreidel, dreidel
I made it out of clay
And when it's dry and ready
Then dreidel I shall play!

It has a lovely body
With legs so short and thin
And when my dreidel’s tired
It drops and then I win!

Ma-Oz Tzur
Ma-oz tzur Yahshua ti l’cha na-eh le’sha bey-ach
Tikon bet t’fi-la-ti, v’sham to-da n’za be-ach
Let ta-chin matbeach mi-tzar ham’na be-ach
Az eg-mor b’shir miz-mor, cha-nu-kat ha-miz-bey-ach
Az eg-mor b’shir miz-mor, cha-nu-kat ha-miz-bey-ach
Rock of ages, let our song praise thy saving power
Thou, amidst the raging foes was our saving tower
Furious, they assailed us, but thine arm availed us
And Thy Word broke their sword when our own strength failed us
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